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latlien first took an interest in the young artist, and com-
missioned a picture from him, on account of Ms connection
with the poet, whose early death was even then regarded by
not a few as a disastrous loss to English literature. Later
on, he won the friendship of Mr. Buskin, Mr. Gladstone, and
other eminent men, primarily on the same account. " You
would he surprised/' he writes, " how often I am pointed out
here as the friend of Keats."

The year 1825 was a memorable one for Severn. In that
year he formed a friendship with Thomas Uwins,* the
painter, which lasted unbrokenly for thirty-four years, and
was fruitful of much good as well as pleasure. Another
friendship, also, he gained, that of the Countess of "West-
morland, of whom he had already seen a good deal; yet it
was one that, though it brought him no little pleasure and
advantage, was, later, the source of infinite pain and distress ;
.and in this year, also, he came to know the lady whom, in
1828, he married.

In the summer of this year he went with Lady Westmor-
land and other friends to Mola di Graeta, in the Neapolitan
kingdom, and thence, later, he accompanied them to Naples.
There he made some further acquaintanceships, one or two
of which proved advantageous to him later on; and there
he was glad to see much of Mr. Ootterell, the friend who had
shown so many courtesies to Keats and himself from the
time when the Maria, CrowtJier arrived in the Bay of Naples
till the day when they had set forth on their journey to
Eome. He found to his regret that Miss Cotterell, who had
at first benefited by the change of climate, had died of
consumption. She had heard of Keats's sufferings and death,
and with surprise as well as regret, for she had believed
the young poet had a far better chance for his life than

* Thomas Uwins, E.A. (1782-1859), was, in early life, like Severn, an
apprentice to an engraver; but at the age of sixteen he became an art-
student. In 1814 he went to live in the South of France, and in 1824 to
.Italy, where he stayed till 1831, He was elected B.A. in 1838; and
Keeper of the National G-allery in 1847. He was an able and successful
fainter.resting to learn that at this
